Nombre ___________________________  Español 3:  Capítulo 1
Los moros

In 711 an army of Arabs and Berbers, known as the Moors (los moros), crossed the Strait of Gibraltar from Africa and invaded Spain, most of which they dominated from the 8th to the 12th centuries.  Until their expulsion in 1492 (called the Reconquest or la Reconquista), they cultivated the most sophisticated culture in medieval Europe.  The country saw unprecedented achievements in literature, philosophy, mathematics, science, and the arts during this period.  The Moorish influence can still be seen in the architecture of such Spanish cities as Granada, Sevilla, and Córdoba with its patios, domes, archways, ornate geometrical patterns, tiled floors, wrought-iron grillwork, whitewashed walls, and courtyards with central fountains.  Spanish music was also heavily influenced by los moros, and the language has borrowed many Arabic words, often beginning with the prefix al-, such as álgebra, alfombra (rug), almohada (pillow), and algodón (cotton).  The Moors also contributed to Spanish cuisine, especially desserts; the use of almonds, egg yolks and honey is attributed to them.

Because the religion of Islam prohibits artistic rendering of living things, Arabic art is abstract, not pictorial.  The designs are chiefly geometric shapes.  The rhythmic, repetitive patterns are most commonly seen today on ceramic tiles used to decorate fireplaces, furniture, and flower boxes, in addition to floors and walls.  Muslim blue, a deep, rich color, is a popular choice in the tiles.  Arabic tile designs and architectural features, such as open courtyards, fountains, and iron grillwork, are also common in the southwest United States.

1.  Check your comprehension:

1. What were the Arabic-speaking people in Spain called? 
2. When did the Moors arrive and leave? 

3.  In what areas did the Moors influence Spain? 
4. Give language influence examples. 

5. What did the Moors contribute to Spanish cuisine? 

6. What characterizes Moorish architecture? 
7. What are ceramic tiles used to decorate?  

